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4 | R OMAN s viii. 16, 


i The Pirit ſelf beareth witneſs with our ſpirit, that 
F we are the children of God, 


| * Ty TONE who believes the Serie to be 
the word of God, can doubt the py 4 # 
1 tance of ſuch a truth as this: a truth revealed 2M 
3 therein, not once only, not obſcurely, not inci- 
1 denially; but frequently, and that in expreſs 
terms; but ſolemnly and of ſet purpoſe, as denoting 

one of the peculiar privileges of the children of 


_ Grade: + 
N And it is the more neceſſary to explain and 
7 defend this truth, becauſe there is a danger on the 
right hand and on the left. If we deny it, there is 


a danger leſt our Religion degenerate into mere 
formality : leſt having a form of godlineſs, we. neg» 
lect, if not deny the power of it. If we allow -it, but 

do not underſtand. what we allow, we are liable to 
run into all the wildneſs of Enthuſiaſm. It is there- 
fore nee ful in the higheſt degree, to guard thoſe 
wy who fear god from both theſe dangers, by a ſerip- 

T1 tural and ra'ional illuſtration and confirmation of | 
this momentous truth, | 

3. It may ſeem, ſomething of this kind i the 
mere needful, becauſe ſo little has been rote upon 
the lubject with any. clearnels; lere lome we 
2 0 
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1 

courſes on the wrong ſide of the queſtion, which 

| explain it quite away. And it cannot be doubted, 
but theſe were occaſioned, at leaſt in a great mea» 
ſure, by the crude, unſcriptural, irrational expli- | 

cations of others, who knew not what they ſpake, nor 


whereof they armed. | 5 ge 

4. It more nearly concerns the Methodiſts, ſo 
called, clearly to underitand, explain and defend 

this dottrine, becauſe it is one grand part of the 
teſtimony, which God has given them to bear to all 
Frankind. It 1s by his peculiar bleſſing upon them 
- 1n#ſearching the ſcriptures, confirmed by the ex- 

perience of his children, that this great evangelical . 
truth has been recovered, which had been for 
many years well nigh loſt and forgotten. 

: II, i, But what is the Iitnefs of the Spirit? The 
original word, Afri, may be rendered either, (as 
it is in ſeveral places) the witneſs, or leſs ambigu- 
ouſly, the 1 of the record: ſo it is rendered 
in our tranflation, x John v. 11, This tis the record 
{the teſtimony, the ſum of what God teſtifies in 
all the inſpired Writings) That God hath given unto 
us eternal life, and this life is in his Son. 4 he teſti- 

mony now under conlideration is given by the Spirit 
of Cod to and with our ſpirit. He is the perſon 
- teſtifying. What he teſtifies to us is, That we are 
"* the children of God, The immediate reſult of this 
teſtimony is, the fruit of the Spirit; namely, Love, 
Joy. . ; long-ſuffering, gentleneſs, goodneſs, And 
» without theſe the teſtimony itſelt cannot continue. 
Poor it is inevitably deſtroyed, not only by the 
commiſſion of any outward ſin, or the omiſſion of 
known duty, but by giving way to any inward ſin: 
e 3 a word, by whatever grieves the Holy Spirit of 
1 2. 1 obſerved many years ago, “ It is hard to 
3 find words in the language of men, to explain the 
| "deep things of God, Indeed there are none that 
will adequately expreſs, what the Spirit of God 
i works in his children, But perhaps one might 
| fay (deſiring any who are taught of God, to = 
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TP 7 : 
rect, ſoften or ſtrengthen the expreſſion) By tie 
teſtimony of the Spirit I mean an inward impreſſion 
of the ſoul, whereby the Spirit of God immediately 
and directly witneſſes to my {virit, that I am a 
child of God, that Feſus Chriſt hath loved me, and 
given himſelf for me. That all my fins are blotted. 
out, and 1, even I am reconciled to God,” Ser- 
mons, Vol. I. 5 3 ng, 

g. After twenty years farther conſidergtion, I fee 
no cauſe to retratt any part of this, Neither do J. 
_ conceive, how any of theſe expreſſions may be al- 

tered, ſo as to make them more 1atellizible. I can 

only add, That if any of the children of God will 
point out any other expreſſions, winch are more 
clear or more agreeable to the Word of God, I will 

readily lay theſe aſide, _ V 

4. Meantime let it be obſerved, I do not mean 
hereby, That the Spirit of God teſtifies this by 


any outward voice; no, nor always by an in- 


ward voice, although he may ſometimes. Neither 


do I ſuppoſe, that he always applies to the heart, 
(though he often may) one or more texts of ſcrip- 
ture, But he ſo works upon the ſoul by his im- 
mediate influence, and by a ſtrong, though inex- 
plicable operation, that the ſtormy wind, and 
troubled waves ſubſide, and there is a ſweet calm: 
the heart reſting in the arms of Jeſus, and the: 


| ſinner being clearly ſatisfied, that God is recon-ñ̃ã 


ciled, that all his iniguities are forgiven and his ſings. . 
„„ ((( 5 —_—_ 


5. Now what is the matter of diſpute conte ming 


_ this? Not, whether there be a witneſs or teſtis 


oy mony of the Spirit ? Not, whether the Spirit does 35 1 


teſtify with our ſpirit, that we are the children of 
God? None can deny this, without flatly contra- 
dicting the ſcripture, and charging a lie upon the: 


God of truth. Therefore that there is a teſtimon x Þ 


of the Spirit, is acknowledged by all parties 
6. Neither is it queſtioned, Whether there is an 


indirect witneſs or teſtimony that we are the chil= 


4 


dten of God. This is nearly, i not exactly the: 
„ _- Ames 


n 
ſame with the teſtimony of a good conſcience towards 
God ; and is the refult of reaſon, or reflecting on 
what we feel in our fouls, Strictly ſpeaking, it 


is a concluſion drawn partly from the Word of 


God, and par'iy ſrom our own experience. The 
Word of God ſays, every one who has the fruit 


of the Spirit, is a child of God. Experience, or 


inward conſciouſneſs tells me, that I have the 
fruit of the Spirit. And hence I rationally con- 
clude, Therefore I am a child of God, This is 
likewiſe allowed on all hands, and ſo is no matter 
of controvetſy, | | nl 


7. Nor do we aſſeit, That there can be any real 
teſtimony of the Spirit, without the fruit of the 


Spirit. We aflert, on the contrary, that the fruit 


of the Spirit immediately ſprings from this teſti- ; 


mony: not always indeed in the fame degree, 


even when the teſtimony is firſt given. And much 


| Tels afterwards; neither joy nor peace are always 


at one ſtay, No, nor love: as neither is the teſti- 


mony itſelf always equally ſtrong and elear, 


8, But the point in queſtion 1s, whether there 
de any direct teſtimony of the Spirit at all? Whether 
there be any other teſtimony of the Spirit, than 
| that which ariles from a conſciouſneſs of the fruit? 
III. 1. I believe there is, Becaule that is the 
plain, natural meaning of the text, The Spirit itſelf 
beareth witneſs uith our ſpirit, that we are the chi- 


"dren of God. —It is mantteſt here are two witneſles 


mentioned, who together teſtify the ſame thing, the 
Spirit of God, and our own ſpirit, The late 
# Biſhop of London in his ſermon on this text, feems 

: aſtoniſhed that any one can doubt of this, which 
re eppears upon the very face of the words, Now, 


= 1 the teſtimony of our Own ſpirit, fays the Biſhop, 18 
one, which is the conſciouſneſs of our own ſin- 


| cerity:“ or, to expreſs the {ame thing a little more 
cleaily, the conſcioulneſs of the fruit of the Spirit, 
When our ſpirit is confcious of this, of love, joy, 


peace, long ſuffering, gentleneſs, goodneſs, it eaſily 
infers from theſe premiſes, that we are the children 
of God. on nn 


8. it. 


PP - » 


i. & 

2. It is true, that great man ſuppoſes the other 
witneſs to be © the conſciouſneſs of our own good 
works,” This, he affirms, is the teſtimony of God's 
Spirit. But this is ircluded in the teſtimony of our 
own ſpirit; yea, and in ſincerity : even according. 
to the common ſenſe of the word, So the apoſtle, 
Our rejoicing is this, the teſtimony of our conſcience, 
that in fumplicity and godly ſincerity we have had our 
converſation in the world Where it is plain, ſin- 
cerity refers to our words and actions, at leaſt as 1 
mich as to our inward diſpoſitions. So that this | 

is not another witneſs, but the very ſame that he 
mentioned before: the conſciouſneſs of our good 
works being only one branch of the conſciouſneſs 
of our ſincerity. Conſequently here is only one 
witneſs (till, If therefoce the text ſpeaks of two 
witneſſes, one of theſe is not the conſciouſneſs of 
our good works, neither of our ſincerity: all this 
being manifeſtly contained in the r-ſ/trmony of our 


own ſpirit, 3 | | = | 

3. What then is the other witneſs? This might = | 
eaſily be learned, if the text itſelf were not ſuffi?2? 
ciently clear, from the verſe immediately pre- VM! 


ceding. Ye have received, not the ſpirit of bondage, 
but the fſpuit of adoption, whereby we cry, A, 
Father, It follows, Tie Spirit itſelf beareth witneſs ? 
' with our ſhirit that we are the children of Gt. 
155 4. This is farther explained by the parallel text, 
Gal. iv. 6, Becauſe ye are ſons, God hath ſent forth A 
the Spirit of his Son into your hearts, crying, Abba, | 
Father, Is not this ſomething immediate and direck, 
not the reſult of refle&ion or argumentation ? Does Þ 
not this Spirit cry, Abba, Father, in our hearts, tine 
moment it is given? Antecedently to any re- 
flection upon our ſincerity, yea, to any reaſanin 
whatſoever? And is nbi this the plain, 9 
ſenſe of the words, which ſtrikes any one, as ſoon 
-; as he hears them? All theſe texts then, in their 1 
moſt obvious meaning, deſcribe a teſtimony of tie 
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6. Tho 


rience of the children of God, thoulands of whom. 


F 
5. That the teſtimony of the Spirit of God, muſt, in 


the very' nature of things be antecedent to the 


_ teſtimony of our own ſpirit, may appear from this 
flingle conſideration, We muſt be holy in heart 
and life, before we can be conſcious that we are 
fo. But we muſt love God before we can be holy 
at all, this being the root of all holineſs, Now we 
cannot love God, till we know he loves us: We 
love him, becauſe he firſt loved us. And we cannot 


know his love to us, till his Spirit. witneſſes it 


to our ſpirit, Till then we cannot believe it: we 


cannot ſay, The life which 1 now live, I live by the 


faith of the Son of God, who loved me, and gave him- 
elf for me. % Rent go TOS as | 


Then, only then we feel 
Our intereſt in his blood, 
And cry with joy unſpeakable, 
Thou art my Lord, my God. 


Since therefore the teſtimony of his Spirit muſt 
precede the love of God and all holineſs, of conſe- 
quence it muſt precede our conſciouſneſs thereof. 
. And here properly comes in, to confirm this 
ſcriptural doctrine, the experience of the children 
of God: the experience not of two or three, not 


of a few, but of a great multitude which no man can 
number. It has been confirmed both in this and in 


all ages by a cloud of living and dying witneſſes, It 


is confirmed by your experience and mine. : The 18 


Spirit itſelf bore witneſs to my ſpirit, that I was 
a child of God, gave me an evidence hereof, and I 
immediately cried, Abba, Father! And this I did, 


(and ſo did you) before I reflected on, or was con- 
ſcious of, any fruit of the Spirit. It was from this 
teſtimony received, that love, joy, peace, and the 
whole fruit of the Spirit flowed. Firſt I heard, 


3 Thy 6ns are forgiven! Accepted thou art ! 


I liſtened and heaven Sprung up in my heart. 
7. But this is confirmed, not only by the expe- 


can 


8: 
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can declare, That they never did know them- 
ſelves to be in the favour of God, till it was 


directly witneſſed to them by his Spirit; but by 


all thoſe who are convinced of fin, who feel the 


wrath of God abiding on them, "Theſe cannot be 
ſatisfied with any thing leſs than a dire teſtimony 


from his Spirit, that he is merciful to therr un- 


righteouſneſs, and remembers their fins and iniquities 
no more, Tell any of theſe, © You are to know 
you are a child, by reflecting on what he has 
wrought in you, on your love, joy and PR. 
and will he not immediately reply, By all this I 
know, I am a child of the devil. I have no more 
love to God than the devil has: my carnal mind is 
enmity againſt God. I have no joy in the Holy 


Ghoſt: my ſoul is ſorrow ful even unto death, I 


have no peace: my heart is a troubled ſea: I am 
all ſtorm and tempeſt. And which way can theſe 
ſouls poſſibly be comforted, but by a divine teſti- 
mony (not that they are good, or ſincere, or con- 


formable to the ſcripture in heart and life, but) 


That God juſtifieth the ungodly : him that till the 
moment he is juſtified, is all ungodly, void of all 


true holineſs? Him that worketh not, that worketh 


nothing that is truly good, till he is conſcious that 


he is accepted, not for any works of righteouſneſs 
which he hath done, but by the mere, free mercy of 


God? Wholly and ſolely for what the Son of 
God hath done and ſuffered for him? And can 
it be any otherwiſe, if a man is juſtified by faith, 


without the works of the law? If fo, whatinward 
or outward goodneſs can he be conſcious of, ante - 


cedent to his juſtification ? Nay, is not the having 


nothing to pay, that is, the being conſcious, that 
there dwelleth in us no good thing, neither inward 


nor outward goodneſs, effentially, indiſpenſably 


neceſſary, before we can be. juſtified freely, through _ 
the redemption that is in Feſus Chriſt ? Was ever 


any man juſtified ſince his coming into the world, 


or can any man ever be juſtified, till he is brought 


to that point, 


> ts © 1 give 
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4 I give pp every plea, beſide = 8 
Lord, I am damned—But thou haſt died !” 


$, Every one therefore who denies the exiſtence. 


of ſuch a teſtimony, does in effect deny juſtification 
by faith, It follows, That either he never ex- 
perienced this, either he never was juſtified, or 


that he has forgotten, (as St. Peter ſpeaks) ves 
H&IUpr0 p48 THY MAN auogrion, the purification from his 
former jins, the experience he then had himſelf, the 


manner, wherein Ged wrought in his ſoul, when 


his former ſins were hlotted out. 


9. And the experience even of the children of 


the world, here confirms that of the children of 
God, Many of theſe have a delire to pleaſe God; 


Tome of them take much pains to pleaſe him, But 


do they not, one and all, count it the higheſt ab» 


ſurdity, for any to talk of knowing his ſins are 
| forgiven?” Which of them even pretends to any 


ſuch thing? And yet many of them are conſcious 
of their own ſincerity, Many of them undoubſedly 
nave, in a degree, the teſtimony of their own ſpirit, 
a conſciouſneſs of their own uprightneſs, But this 


brings them no conſciouſneſs that they ate for- 
given, no knowledge that they are the children of 


God. Yex, the more ſincere they are, the more 
uneaſy they generally arte for want of knowing it: 
plainly ſhewing that this cannot be known, in a 


ſatis factory manne1, by the teſtimony of our own 


ſpirit, without God's directly teſtifying, that we 
are his children, en. | | 


IV. But abundance of objeftions have been 


made to this; the chief of which it may be well to 
conſider. | | | 105 


1. It is objected firſt, 6 Experience is not ſuffi- 
cient, to prove a doctrine which is not founded on 


ſcripture.“ This is undoubted]y true: and it is 


an important truth: but it does not affect the 


pieſent queſtion, For it has been ſheon, that this 
_ dottrine is founded on ſcripture, Therefore ex 
perience is properly alledged to confirm it. 


2, „But 


{ R 
2. „ But madmen, French Prophets, and Enthu- 
ſiaſts of every kind have imagined they expe- 


rienced this witneſs,” They have ſo. And 


perhaps not a few of them did, although they 
did not retain it long, But if they did not; this 


is no proof at all, that others have not experienced 
it: as a madman's imagining himſelf a king, does 


not prove, that there are no real kings. 


| | « Nay, many who plead ſtrongly for this, have _ 
1 8 


utterly decried the Bible,” Perhaps ſo: but this 
was no neceſſary conſequence: thouſands plead 
for it, who have the higheſt eſteem for the Bible. 
ea, but many have fatally deceived theme 
'® ſelves hereby, and got above all conviction.“ 
men abuſe it to their own deſtruction. K 
3. But lay it down as an undoubted truth, 
The fruit of the Spirit is the witneſs of the Spirit.“ 
Not undoubted; thouſands doubt of, yea flatly 
deny it: but to let that paſs, If this witneſs 


"3G Pony, 9" 
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it is ſufficient, unleſs in one of theſe caſes, 1, The 
total abſence of the fruit of the Spirit.” And this 
is the caſe, when the direct witneſs is firſt given: 


* in this caſe, is to contend for being in the favour 
of God, and not knowing it.“ True, not knowing 


it at that time any otherwiſe, than by the teſtimony 
which is given for that end. And this we do 


contend for: we contend, that the direct witneſs 
under a cloud. | 
3 witneſs contended for, is to prove that the pro- 
deſign of it. It is antecedent to our making any 


'2 profeſſion at all, but that of being loft, undone, 
+ guilty, helpleſs ſinners. It is deſigned to aſſure 


thoſe to whom it is given, That they are the chil- 
dren of God; that they are juſtiſed freely by his 
grace, through the redemption that is in Jeſus * 

5 | \nd 
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And yet a ſcriptural doctrine is no worſe, though 


be ſufficient, there is no need of any other. But 


2. « The not perceiving it. But to contend for it 


may ſhine clear, even while the indirect one n 
4. It is objected, ſecondly, The deſign of che 


* feſſion we make is genuine. But it does not prove 
this.“ I anſwer, The proving this, is not the 


r — 


* 


would be counted to them for righiteouſneſs. And I 


cannot but fear that a ſuppoſition of our being 
_ juſtrfieci by works, is at the root of all their ob- 
Jjeaicns. For who ever cordially believes, That 
God zmputes to all that are juſtified righteouſneſs 
without works, will find no difficulty in allowing the 


witneſs of his 2 preceding the fruit of it. 


5. It 18 objected, thirdly, One Evangeliſt ſays, 
Pour heavenly Father will give the Holy Spirit to them 
tat aſk him. The other Evangeliſt calls the ſame. 
thing good gifts; abundantly demonſrating, that 


the Spirit's way of bearing witneſs, is by giving 


aring witneſs, either in one text, or the other, 


And this does not ſuppoſe, that their preceding 
thoughts, words and actions, are conformable to 
the rule of ſcripture, it ſuppoſes quite the reverſe, 
namely, That they are ſinners all over, ſinners 
both in heart and life, Were it otherwiſe, God 
would juſtify the ungodly: and their own works 


| n_ gifts.” Nay, here is nothing at all about 


Therefore till this demonſtration is more abun- 


dantly demonſtrated, I let it ſtand as it is, 


follow, it is, otherwiſe it is not. For certainly 


6. It is objected, fourthly, “ The ſcripture ſays, 
| The tree it known by its fruit. Prove all things. Try 
* the ſpirits, Examine yourſelves.” Moſt true: there- 
fore let every man who believes he hath the witneſs 
in himſelf, try whether it be of God; if the fruit 


Cn ms 


tze tree is known by its fruit: hereby we prove, if 
it be of Cod. But the direct witneſs is never 
reſerred to in the book of God.” Not as ſtanding 


alone, not as a ſingle witneſs, but as connected with 


with our Carte that we are children of God. And 
who is able to prove, That it is not thus referred 


4 the other: as giving a joint teſtimony, teſtifving 


to, in this very ſcripture, Examine yourſelves whether 


direct as well as a remote witneſs; How is it proved, 


that they did not know it, firſt, by inward con- 
ſciouſnels, and then by love, joy and peace 5 


7. « But 


ye be in the faith: prove your ownſelves. Know ye not 
your oron ſelves, that Jeſus Chriſt is in you It is by 
no means clear, that they did not know this, by a 


( 19 ) os 
7, e But the teſtimony ariſing from the internal 
and external change, is conſtanily referred to in 
the Bible.” It is ſo, And we conſtantly reſer 
thereto, to confirm the teſtimony of the Spirit, | . 
„ Nay, all the marks you have given, hereby 4 
to diſtinguiſh the operations of God's Spirit from j 
deluſion, refer to the change wrougit in us and if 
upon us.” This likewiſe is undoubtedly true. | 
8. It is objeRed, fifthly, that © the direct witneſs = - | 
of the Spirit, does not ſecure us from the greateſt _ lf 
deluſions. And is that a witneſs fit to be truſted, | 
whole teſtimony cannot be depended on? That 
is forced to fly to ſomething clie, to prove what 
it alſ=rts?” 1 anſwer, To lecure us from all de- 
luſion, God gives us two witneſſes that we are 
his children. And this they teſtify conjointly. 
Therefore what God hath joined together, let not man 
put aſunder. And while they are joined, we Can- 
not be deluded: their teſtimony can be depended 
on. They are fit to be truſted in the higheſt 
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degree, and need nothing elſe to prove what they I! 
allert, 19 | LEDE, — 
Nay, the direct witneſs only aſſerts, but does / 
not prove any thing,” By two witneſſes ſhall Ti! 
every word be eſtabliſhed, And when the Spirit {|| 
witneſſes with our ſpirit, as God celigns it to do, Ji 
then it fully proves that we are children of Gd. , 


9. It is objected, ſixthly, “ You own the change 
wrought is a ſufficient teſtimony, unlefs in the 
caſe of ſevere trials, ſuch as that of our Saviour 
upon the croſs, But none of us can be tried in 
that manner.” But you or 1 may be tried in 

ſuch a manner, and ſo may any other child of 
God, that it will be impoTible for us to keep our 
filial confidence in God, without the direct witneſs 
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of his Spirit. FE WS E i) 

10. lt is objected, laſtly, * The greateſt con- (1 

tenders for it, are ſome of the proudeſt and moſt. 43 

uncharitable of men,” Perhaps ſome of the hotteft Th] 

contenders for it, are both proud and uncharitable, {| 

But many of the {rmeſt contenders for it, are emi- 

Co, 8 5 3 | nently [| 
2 „ -ntly 

Zut | 


— 1 


nentiy meek and lowly in heart: : and indeed. in 
| al! other reſpects all on | 


True tollowers oC their lamb. like Lord. 


The preceding obje ctions are the moſt nn 
able that I have heard, and I believe contain the 
fliengrh of the cauſe, Yet I apprehend whoever _ 
calmly and impartially conſiders thole objectioas 
and the anſwers together, will eafily ſee, that they 
do not deſtroy, no, nor weaken the evidence of 
that great truth, That the Spirit of God does 
di rect as well as indirectly teſtify, that we are chil- 
dien of God, : 

V. 1. The ſum of all is this. The teſtimony of 
the Spirit is an inward impreſſion on the ſouls of 
believers, whereby the Spirit of God directly 

te!lifies to their ſpirit, that they are children of 
God, And it is not queſtioned, whether there is 
a teſtimony of the Spirit ? But whether there is 
any direct trfiimony 2792 Whether there is any other 
than that which ariſes from a conſciouſneſs of the 
fruit of the Spirit ? We believe there is: becaue 
this is the plain, natural meaning of the text, il- 
luftrated both by the preceding words, and by the : 
Parallel pallege in the epiſtle to the Galatinns > 
ese in the nature of the thing, the teftimon 
muſt Hrecede the fruit which {pr rings from it, 0, 
becauſe this plain meaning. of the word of God is. 
confirmed by the experience of innumerable chil- 
dren of God: ; JED, and by the experience of all 
who are convinced of fin, who can never reſt, 
till they have a ditett witneſs: and even of the 
children of the world, who not having the witneſs 
in themſelves. one and all declare, n none can know 
wy. fins forgiven. 
And whereas it is objected, That experience 
8 00 ſufficient to prove a ct unſuppotted by 
ſcripture: that madmen and enthuſiaſts of every 
kind, have imagined ſuch a witneſs: that the 
defign of that witnels is to prove our profeſſion 
FE fuine, which deſign it dozs not aulwer: * 
the. 


I 
the ſcripture ſays,” The tree ts known by its fruit ; 


Examine yourſelves ; prove your ownſelves ; and 


mean tim: the direct wiinels is never referred 


to in all the book of God: that it does not 
ſecure us from the greateſt deluſions: and, laſtly, 


that the change wrought in us is a ſufficient teſti- 


mony, unleſs in ſuch trials as Chriſt alone ſuf. 
fered . | Ve anſwer, 1. Experience is ſuffi 
cient to confirm a doctrine, which is grounded on 
ſcripture : 2. Though many fancy they experience 


What they do not, this is no prejudice to real 
experience: 3. The deſign of that witneſs is, to 
aſſure us we are children of God. And this 
delign it does anſwer, 4. The true witneſs of the 
| Spirit is known by its fruit, love, peace, joy; not 


indeed preceding, but following it: 5. It cannot 


be proved, that the direct, as well as the indireck 


witnels, is not referred to in that very text, now 
ye not your ownfeloes that feſus Càriſt is in you / 


6. The Spirit of God, wilneing with our ſpirit does 


ſecure us from all deluſion: and, laſtly, we are all 


liable to trials, wherein the teſtimony of our own 
- ſpirit is not ſuffcient; wheiein nothing leſs than 


the direct teſtimony of God's Spirit can aſſure us 
that we are his children. | 


g. Two inferences may be drawn from the 


whole, The firſt, Let none ever preſume to relt, 
in any ſuppoſed teſtimony of the Spirit, which is 


ſeparate from the fruit of it. If the Spirit of God | 


does really teſtiſy that we are children of God, 


the immediete conſequence will be the fruit of - 
the ſpirit, even (ove, Joy, Peace, long-ſuſfering, gentle 


neſs, goodneſs, fidelity, meekneſs, temperance. And 
however this fruit may be clouded for a while, 
during the time of ſtrong temptation, ſo that it 
does not appear to the tempted perſon, while Satan 
is fifting him as wheat, yet the lubſtantial pazt of 


it remains, even under the thickelt cloud, It is 


true, joy in the Holy Ghoſt may be withdrawn, 
during the hour of trial. Yea, the foul may be 


exceeding forrowful, while the hour and power of 
garkneſs continues, But even this is generally 


re ſtared 
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- reſtored with increaſe, ind he rejoices tith Joy un. | 


Jpeakable and Full of glory, - L 
4. The ſecond inference is, Letz none reſt in any 


| ſuppoſed fruit of the Spirit without the witneſs, 
There may be foretaſtes of joy, of peace; of love 
and thole not deluſive, but really fiori God, Tong 


before we have the witneſs in ourſelves, before 
the Spirit of God witneſſes with our ſpirits, that 


we have redemption in the blood of Fefus, even the 
forgiveneſs of fins, Yea there may be a degree of 
long-ſuffering, of gentleneſs, of fidelity, mee neſs, 
_ temperance, {not a ſhadow thereof, but a real 
degree, by the preventing grace of God) before we 


are accepted in the beloved, and conſequently before : 
we have a teſtimony of our acceptance, But it is 


by no means adviſeable to reſt here; it is at the peril 
of our ſouls if we do. If we are wife we {ſhall 


be continually crying to God, until his Spirit 


cry in our heart, Abba, Father! This is the pri- 
vilege of all the children of God, and without 
this we can never be aſſured'that we are his chil- 


dren. Without this we cannot retain a ſteady 
peace, nor avoid perplexing doubts and fears. But 
when we have once received this Spirit of adoption, 


. that peace which paſſes all underſtanding, and which 
Expels all painful 


| doubt and fear, will krep our. 
hearts and minds in Chrift Jeſus, And when this 
Has brouyvht forth its genuine fruit, all inward and 


outward holineſs, it is undoubtedly the will of 
Him that calleth us, to give us always what he 


has once given. So that there is no need, that 


"we ſhoald ever more be deprived, of either the 


teſtimony of God's Spirit, or the teſtimony of 


our own, the conſciouſneſs of our walking in all 


_ righteouſneſs and true holineſs, 


Nswny, April 4, 1767. | 
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